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TOILETS

Clean Machines

Flumbing and technology

combine for a new

generation of stylish watersaving foilets.

Alison M. Rice

How low can a toilet's low go? It's a good question, and one that tollet manufacturars

nowve been frying to determing since 1992, when the government mandoated that all new
toilets sold in the United Stotes hod fo use 1.4 gaollons per flush or lass, As many remember, it
wasn't the most successtul tfransifion as the new tollets’ performance lagged. causing home-
ownars and contracton dlike to hodard the ald watar-nogaing modals,

That's becoming increasingly hard to do.
Calfornia this year began requining low-flow
tollets and ather fietures to e installed even
N oldar homaes: hoameawners and confractons
won't be able to get building permits for ren-
ovations. even for non-plurmnoing projects
such as replacing windows, unless they up-
grade fo wdtarsaving praducts on thosa
nomes ouilt before 1994,

Luckily forwary consumerns with long mem-
anes, toiet monufacturens hove draomaticolly
expanded thalr offerngs in terms of design,

technology. performonce and water offi-
ciency, Many, no longer satisfied with the
standard-flow units, are pushing thalr prod-
Liets it thae Cilfre Bicsbeaffieiasmey critassng
Miogara Conservaton's Stealth dual flush toi-
let. for example. uses less than a gallon of
wiorter (953 for o ful flush and .5 gallons for o
ha'f, giving it an average .45 GPE

T supoort the performance of thase low-
fliow frctures, manufacturers keep infroducing
new plumzing and flushing fechnologies
Jopanesa firrm TOTO's Cyelons technology

uses dual jets of water to clear the
bowl desplte using just 1 gallon
ts UttraMax I teilet. (Some models,
such os the Meorest, even pre-mist
the bowl with electrelyzed water fo
acsa cladnup.)

"Everyone is much more con-
scious of the expectations for prod-
ucts,” said Javier Kometuk, U5
managing director lor Lauten, the
Swiss irm that mvented the wall-
hung toilet in 1983 and will be intro-
ducing its first rimiless tollets o the
U5, market in 2014, "Home deasign
products cannot just look great —
they really need to perform, The
nomecwners, architects and de-
sonars have Tueled tne industry in
vary positve ways.”

Along with the technalogy. the
appearance of home tollets s also
enolving as designens look to the
prast and the future for inspiation,
At Kohber, which confrols approxi
mately 24% of the U5, toiat mar-
ket, offerings include the Art
Deco-stvle Katnryn and the futurs-
tic wall-mounted Vil

Laufen's Kormeluk thinks the wal-
mounted follet's fime moy have fi-
nally arved. "It has faken some
fime, but we are sesing much
maore interest in wall-nung toilats for
avarety of reqsons,” he said. s
ADA-complant because you can

nstall it higher on theswall,” which
makes it more ncceﬁ%& for agng
ar physically challenged users

But the wall-hung tolat sn't just
about function, With #s hidden fix-
tures and contemporary styling. it
ake satsfies those laoking for visual
appeadl dand hign dasign. Said Kor
neluk: "5 a much cleaner look
overal,” I

Alison Rice & o frealancs witer and adifor
in Ardngiton, Va.
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2. Hiagama Consarvalion

The Sfealtty UHET Dual Flush takes
"k Maw® Tor me benvals, This
ulfra-high-aficiency tabat oifers
o AUsh opliond: 53 galon far a
Tull lush ard .5 gallan far a Fel.

grielsdlaleiey. o)) Wolkon. S0

3. TOTO USA

SRR Bave o place To hicks
wibwan B comas 1o The Mearast
FEOH . cin infagrafed tolel feotuhdng
duakfiush Techrakagy et ar-
aughly Clecng The pre-rmgfed Bowl.
I usas 1 galkan for a full Mugh and &
Ter a light Tash Afrar lushing . a UV
light acfvetas e bowls fitanium
dipxide coating. cradling a reac-
Ticrs Tt dasirays any remoining
rmaterial in the tolet. lolousd. com

4. Kohlar

Inggirec By the anguler shylas of the
1930%, the single-fush Kathrym nelies
an madarn Techralagy, meating
WiaharSernse ules with 1.28 gallans
e fush. I affes chair-eve
loat-height teating and cames in

==

11 eakars. kohlarcam

E. American Slandard

Thes fesceant expansan af the Cadeat
FRO lodets givas homeowners an
anhy wiony o custormnize thar bolh-
rovart whiks staying within ane
praduct ine. With fve Foni siylbs
and five bowl aplions af varying
Femighits cnd shapes, it offers a rmix
al #hyles, Standand ard Bgh-edi-
chkEney madels ars avelabie,
dmaricansiandand-us. cam

&. Gerber Plumbing Fixtures
Thes Wigesr slafgofed Tolet uses
1.28 gallans of waler in a dingle
fush. I features o fwio-fkecs des-
sgn, 3-in. Tlush vahie and g 2-n.
dlazed ropway. gerksercorm
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7. Laufen

Thes Lesufen Pro line shows that
vl i incheed Beaaiufiful. Aol eitde
In walHvong o wed as foor-sfand-
ing modals, it lealunes a con-
cealed fank (o e wallkmaunted
it} Theat fresis Ups spaices fos srvall
Battiranms. The peoous? also Tao-
Tures duca-lushing Techrakagy.

s | cauilan. corm
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